
 
 

 
November 30, 2007 
 

It Only Takes $ 1 to Be A Part of Elysian Charter School Annual Appeal 
 
Dear Friend of Elysian: 
 
Have you heard the news?  Calabro Elementary School in Hoboken has just reopened after 
its $6.5 million renovation. Hoboken’s Hopes Head Start Program is having its gym 
overhauled thanks to public monies from the State of New Jersey and Hoboken High 
School is next with a major renovation planned within the next two years. 
 
In total, recent news reports cite that over $100 million of taxpayer money (from the New 
Jersey Schools Construction Corporation) is being spent to improve the Hoboken public 
school facilities.  Can you guess how much of these funds are designated for the Elysian 
Charter School of Hoboken to pay its rent and improve its facilities? 
 
If you guessed $0 you are correct. 
 
As a charter school, Elysian Charter School of Hoboken--like all charter schools-- receives 
no financial support from the State of New Jersey for rent payments or for securing, 
improving or maintaining school buildings or facilities. Even though Elysian has been 
called a model charter school by the State, has been lauded in the press for its academic 
scores and has delivered 10 years of a positively different public school experience for 
hundreds of families in Hudson County, the burden remains on us to pay our rent or 
improve our facilities. 
 
Coupled with the fact that Elysian children only receive 90% of the tax payer dollars that 
regular public school children receive, Elysian carries the big responsibility of covering its 
own rent and maintenance costs at its facilities in the Rue and OLG buildings.  And, those 
are just the costs of providing a safe environment for our children to learn and grow. 
 
For the past 10 years we have managed to do more with less, but that success has been, for 
the most part, thanks to your annual donations to the Elysian Facilities and New Building 
Fund. 
 
Since we last appealed to you for your annual donation to this fund, we have had some 
exciting news, surrounding our dream of securing our own single school building. As 
reported in the Hoboken Reporter (February 25, 2007), Larry Bijou, a developer in 
Hoboken, has donated 46,000 square feet of space to Elysian to build out a school facility. 
Located on 14th Street and Park Avenue, our “gifted” space is currently a parking lot, which 



Mr. Bijou will eventually convert into condos, leaving two floors to house a single, united 
campus for the Elysian Charter School. 
While the donation of this space is a dream come true, we still have many hurdles to 
overcome before it can be realized. Firstly, our new school lives only in architectural 
drawings as Mr. Bijou awaits an improvement in the real estate market and can begin the 
development.  And, secondly, we need to be certain that we can secure loans and raise the 
cash to cover the cost of the build-out.  Even though the space is free, the build-out (which 
will include parking for teachers, classrooms, a gymnasium, food preparation kitchen and 
other modern amenities) will likely cost more than $1 million. 
 
While our school board manages this process, we must continue to do our part to raise 
funds for the build-out of the space and also to help maintain our current facilities at the 
Rue and OLG buildings.   
 
WonÕt you please help us by donating to the Faciliti es Fund?   Last year we raised over 
$15,000 through our annual appeal and now that our school building is closer to a reality, 
we are hoping that you will see the progress and continue to contribute to current and 
future facilities efforts.  We have a long way to go to reach to our goal of $1 million. 
 
We have enclosed a donation envelope, which you may use to contribute ANY AMOUNT 
YOU WISH by check or credit card.   Or, if you prefer, you may make a secure on-line 
donation by visiting our Web site at www.friendsofelysian.org.  There, you can also find out 
how to encourage your employer to make a matching donation.  All donations to the Friends 
of Elysian Charter School are tax-deductible. 
 
Thank you for recognizing the need to help us with facilities funds and for sharing in our 
commitment to delivering a positively different public school education.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Grace Leong & Deborah Lewis 
2007-2008 Friends of Elysian Co-Chairs 
 
P.S.:  Donors to this building fund will be recognized on the Friends of Elysian Web site.  If you would like to keep 
your contribution anonymous, please indicate so on the return envelope.  
 

***************** 
About Elysian Charter School of Hoboken 

 
One of New Jersey’s original charter schools, Elysian was founded in 1997 by a diverse group of Hoboken parents 
with young children, who shared a sincere interest in public education and an overall commitment to the 
betterment of the quality of life for children and their families in Hoboken. 
 
Today, Elysian is committed to building an active community of lifelong learners, providing a safe and nurturing 
environment, and educating each and every child to his or her fullest potential. We have two classes per grade (K-8) 
with 15 students per class. 

 
The school has created a reflective, child-centered community of active learners who explore their natural and 
human environments through inquiry-based instruction in interdisciplinary projects that nurture the basic skills, 
active learning and critical thinking.  Our teachers and administrators teach children to learn how to learn, and to 
ask essential questions as tools to understand and influence the changing world around them.  Please visit our Web 
sites at www.ecsnj.org or www.friendsofelysian.org. 


